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and reduce the Federal role and give more
responsibilities to the State. And as you
know, we are proposing a tax relief package
which focuses primarily on education and
giving people tax reductions in return for
educating their children and themselves.

I hope as we go forward, we can agree
on the things which we don’t think the Fed-
eral Government should be doing. And I
hope we’ll also be agreeing on some things
we think we should do. There is a plain na-
tional interest in protecting the essential
needs of the children of this country. We
clearly can do some things right in a non-
bureaucratic, creative way. And I think the
best example of that is AmeriCorps, our na-
tional service program, which has worked
closely with many of you in this room tonight.

I want to close by saluting your distin-
guished chair, Governor Dean, and Judy, and
all of you for all you have done. For those
of you who have worked with Hillary and
with me over the years, and with the mem-
bers of our Cabinet, particularly those who
are former Governors—and I see Governor
Babbitt and Governor Riley here—let me say
that there in no more rewarding experience
than being able to reach across the lines that
divide us to feel that we are really making
a difference in peoples’ lives; that we are giv-
ing the American people a government that
is leaner, but not meaner; one that really does
help them make the most of their own lives.
I think that’s why we all got into this work,
and if we’ll just keep that in mind, I think
when we’re all done, we’ll be very proud.

I’d like to propose a toast to the chair of
the National Governors’ Association and to
his fine wife, and to all the Governors and
their spouses tonight.

To the Governors and their families, thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:41 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Howard Dean of
Vermont, Chair of the National Governors’ Asso-
ciation, and his wife, Judith.

Remarks in a Telephone
Conversation Congratulating the
Super Bowl Champion San Francisco
49ers
January 29, 1995

The President. Eddie, can you hear me?
Eddie DeBartolo. Yes, Mr. President, I

can.
The President. It’s nice to hear your

voice. Congratulations.
Mr. DeBartolo. Thank you so much, sir.
The President. I want to say to you and

to George and Carmen and to all your won-
derful players, it was a—the whole season
was thrilling for all of us, and I think the
best thing I can say about the 49ers is, I
haven’t met a single fan anywhere in America
who resents all the success you’ve had. And
that’s a rare thing. And it’s a real tribute to
you, to the coach, and to the players in the
way you’ve won and the way you’ve con-
ducted yourself. We’re all happy and proud
of you tonight.

Mr. DeBartolo. Well, Mr. President, I
can’t thank you enough for taking this time,
and I know from a very busy schedule. And
we’re all your backers, and I thank you so
much from the bottom of my heart.

The President. Thank you. Congratula-
tions to all of you.

Mr. DeBartolo. Thank you very much.
The President. I liked seeing George

without his glasses. He looks good.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. from the
Residence at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to San Francisco 49ers
owner Eddie DeBartolo, head coach George
Seifert, and team president Carmen Policy.

Remarks at the National Governors’
Association Gala
January 29, 1995

Thank you. Well, we want to thank John
and Jonathan and Mary Chapin Carpenter.
And at least from my part, I know how hard
it is to do anything when you’re hoarse.
[Laughter]
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It doesn’t get any better than this. You
were wonderful. We thank you. It’s been
wonderful for Hillary and for me to have all
of you here. There will be music out in the
foyer and a little dancing if you have a little
of that spirit.

I will say this: For all of us who come from
small towns all across America, I wish I had
a nickel for every time I drove through that
town you sang about tonight. [Laughter]

Thank you all. God bless you, and good
night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to singer Mary Chapin Carpenter and
her accompanists, John Jennings and Jonathan
Carroll.

Remarks to the National Governors’
Association Meeting
January 30, 1995

Good morning. First, I want to welcome
you back to the White House. For those of
you who were here last night, Hillary and
I enjoyed having you; it was a great dinner
and we enjoyed the conversation and the en-
tertainment and the fellowship.

There are two or three things I’d like to
speak about this morning before turning the
microphone over to Governor Dean and
Governor Thompson and the Vice President.
First, let me thank the executive committee
for its vote yesterday on our stabilization
measure for Mexico. And let me urge the
NGA as a whole to support that executive
committee recommendation.

The United States has a lot at stake in
Mexico. We have hundreds of thousands of
jobs that are tied to the success of the Mexi-
can economy. It is now our third largest trad-
ing partner—several billions of dollars a year.
Our future cooperation and our ability to
manage some very significant immigration
problems could be affected by what is going
on there, and the efforts that we are making
to cooperate on the drug issue could obvi-
ously be affected by what is going on there.

I want to emphasize that the stabilization
initiative is not a gift, not a loan, not a bailout;
it is a loan guarantee. We are cosigning a
note. We’ll have good collateral. We’re doing

it because it’s in the interest of the United
States. I worked on it extensively this week-
end, and I realize that it’s not politically pop-
ular back home, it’s a rather complex issue,
but it is clearly in the interest of American
workers, American businesses, and the Unit-
ed States as a whole. So I thank the executive
committee for your vote, and I hope the
NGA as a whole will follow the recommenda-
tion of the executive committee.

The second thing I’d like to talk about is,
very briefly, is the commitment that I made
2 years ago to have a better, stronger partner-
ship with the States, to regulate less, to em-
power more, to try to push more responsibil-
ities down to the State and local level. The
Vice President will say a little more about
that, and then tomorrow at the NGA I’ll have
a chance to speak in greater detail.

But we have worked not simply to reduce
the size of the Federal Government, al-
though we have by over 100,000 already; not
just to reduce the burden of regulation, al-
though we have in banking and interstate
trucking and number of other areas; not just
to reduce the cost, although we did, last year
was the first time in 25 years when the Con-
gress voted to reduce both domestic and de-
fense spending, obviously, except for Social
Security and the health care programs, but
also to try to move responsibility to the
States.

In the last 2 years, our administration, for
example, granted more waivers in the area
of health care and welfare reform than in
the previous 12 years combined. And we
want to do more of that. We also have
worked very hard to try to help work through
problems that have existed in the past with
specific governmental agencies, and we want
to do more of that. And as I said, the Vice
President will have more to say about that.

We are strongly supporting the move to
get unfunded mandates legislation passed in
the Congress and are encouraged by the
work that was done in the United States Sen-
ate where, as I remember, the bill passed
86–10 last week, after a really open and hon-
est discussion of all appropriate amendments.
The legislation is now moving through the
House. I think there are about 100 amend-
ments pending, but I think they will move
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